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ADAINST THE GRAIN

ADAPTING WOOD FORA CITY OF STEEL AND CONCRETE

BUILDINGS ARE VESSELS - a familiar phrase in architecture. But
rother thon thinking of the vessel os a container, receptacle,
vault, or precious ork for objects. cur cim is to redefine it os @
conduit for movement. circulotion, transmission, and distribution.
Like blood in vessels or orteries of the body, this project imagines
the flows of people in and through the progrom for community
weliness, the steady march of toddlers entering ond exiting the
early childhood center. and the ebb and flow of people who take
up residence in one of its affordoble housing flats.

Trees are vessels os well - drowing nutrients from the earth and
pulling corbon from the atrmosphere. Qutstretched conopies and
spreading roots are connected by the soft, outer layers of the
trunk, which function as a highway for the exchange ond neutral-
ization of carbon.

Qur project incorporates two opproaches derived from woed's

thh

unique cellular orgonization, First, the cross-groin noture of
wood inspires the density and packing of the 10-story cross-lormi-
nated timber housing wing. 24' structural bays are arranged as

parallel bearing walls. The south face of this floating structure car-
ries verandaos of varying size ond shape while simultaneously pro-
viding skyline views cnd sun protection. Second, the parallel orgo-
nization (runn'mg with the groin) of the weliness ond early child-
hood progroms are situated beneath @ horizontal conopy con-
structed of porametric and perforated 40° x 12° CLT plonks. allow-
ing light to pass into the spaces below.

Against the Grain alse challenges the conventions of current CLT
construction by reconsidering ponel and wall shapes thot edapt

more readily to the building progrom and outword formol expres-
sion, Working within these conventions we hope o reshape and
push the imits of custemary cross-lominated timber construction,
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